Law and Society in China: 
Special Focus on Health Law Issues of the Elderly
General Description:

This experiential learning course examines how civil society in China is being advanced under the rubric of rule of law promotion through work with and reflection upon the activities of not-for-profit organizations (“NPOs”) in China.  This year students in the course will work on research related to health care for the elderly, an area of emerging importance in China as the Chinese elderly population increases rapidly in proportion to the working-age population, creating a need for alternative methods of elder care besides care by children and family members.  The seminar component will introduce students to current issues for the elderly, particularly caring for the elderly, in China, the U.S. and other countries.  In the experiential component, students will spend 2.5 weeks (June 29-July 15, 2011) working with women’s NPOs in Beijing, China, under the professor’s supervision, on elder care issues.  Working in a team of eight - twelve (four Georgetown Law students and four to eight bilingual, Chinese law students), student projects will be “technical assistance”-oriented, seeking to use comparative and international research to present a range of legal options that may be helpful in addressing elder care issues in China. At the conclusion of the time in Beijing, students will present on the initial findings of their comparative, international, and in-China research to interested parties and engage in a dialogue with participants about the application of the various legal options they have researched to the Chinese context. 
Project Work

Four Georgetown and 4-8 Beida and Tsinghua students will work with an NPO to research, investigate, and analyze the existing Chinese laws, practice and legal gaps relating to health care for elderly people.  As a part of their research and fact-finding, students will, in cooperation with the NPO and other experts, identify, meet with and interview various people involved in elder care issues.  The Beida and Tsinghua students will assist with oral interpretation during these interviews and help conduct the interviews.  Professor Cantalupo will supervise the students’ work on their projects.  The Georgetown students will write a final report, after returning to the United States, on what currently exists in law and practice on elder care issues in China, what gaps exist, and how the approaches taken in other countries, particularly in the U.S., to these issues can be applied in the Chinese context.  As a part of the report, they may draft proposed legislation or policy documents to be used by the partner NPO.  Although the Georgetown students have ultimate responsibility for writing the report, the Beida and Tsinghua students will be encouraged to participate in the crafting of the report.  Therefore, on July 15, all of the students (Georgetown, Beida and Tsinghua) will present their initial findings for that report at a workshop provided to interested parties.    

Time Commitment:  Students should expect to interview, conduct research or be in seminar for at least 40 hours per week from June 29-July 15 in Beijing.  Because the Chinese students are not receiving academic credit for their participation in the course but the Georgetown students are, it is expected that the Georgetown students will undertake the majority of the work involved in the projects.  Therefore, besides participating in oral interpretation activities, the Chinese students’ are encouraged but not required to participate more actively in the project work.  They are also welcome to but not required to watch the videos of the seminar classes held in Washington, D.C. via Georgetown’s website for the course.  They may be invited and expected to attend classes and trainings related to health care and elderly issues in China that are conducted by the partner NPO and Professor Philip Chen of Georgetown Law’s O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law.

Benefits for Beida and Tsinghua Students

The course is designed to allow the Beida and Tsinghua students who are selected to participate in it to benefit from the course in one or more of the following ways, depending on how deeply they choose to participate in the course:

· Improvement of language skills.  The Beida and Tsinghua students will play an oral interpreter role during the interviewing and investigation work taking place in China.  Working in pairs, each student will assist in interpretation in approximately 10 interviews over the course of 2.5 weeks.
· Interviewing and investigation skills.  The Beida and Tsinghua students will not be limited to only the interpreter role.  Because they will participate in the interviews in groups, when some students are interpreting, the others may participate in the interview, both in terms of asking questions and taking notes.  

· Teamwork and collaboration skills.  The Beida and Tsinghua students will also be welcome to participate in the activities of the project team to discuss the progress of the investigation, to draw conclusions from the research, and to make decisions about any changes to the investigation (such as people to interview or questions to ask interviewees), the content of the report, etc.  

· Presentation skills.  The Beida and Tsinghua students will also be encouraged to work with the Georgetown students to present the project team’s findings at the July 15 workshop discussed above.

· Substantive knowledge in comparative legal approaches to elder care issues.  Through participation in the seminar, the Beida and Tsinghua students will have an opportunity to learn about international law and the laws of other countries related to elderly people and health care law.

· Finally, for those Beida and Tsinghua students who have been admitted to Georgetown Law’s J.D. or LL.M. program, this will give those students an opportunity to meet and work with current Georgetown J.D. students even before they arrive in Washington, DC.
Seminar Syllabus

The following topics will be covered seminars will be held in Washington, D.C. and in Beijing.  The classes taught in Washington, D.C. will be available for the Beijing University (“Beida”) and Tsinghua University (“Tsinghua”) students via internet video.  Classes 10 and 11 will be held in Beijing.

Class 1:
· Introduction to the Rule of Law field

· Introduction to China, its legal history and system
· Legal history and status of the elderly in China
Class 2: 
· Domestic legal structure, sources of law and legal interpretation (Georgetown student presentations)

· General domestic laws and legal structures applicable to the elderly (Georgetown student presentations)

Class 3: 


· Other Chinese Legal Issues: Central-Local Relations, Constitutional Law, Legal Consciousness, and Substantive Laws

Class 4: 
· Current issues for elder care and health reform in China

· Elder Law and Health Law
Class 5: 
· International and comparative legal research training (Guest speaker, International Law Librarian)
Class 6: 


· Ethical and practical issues in fact-finding

Classes 7, 8 & 9 (no video will be made for these classes): 

· Cultural competency training

· Interviewing Training & Practice

Class 10 (Beijing): Wednesday, July 7; 9am-6pm
· Cultural competency training

· Interviewing Training & Practice

· International and Comparative Research (Georgetown student presentations)

Class 11 (Beijing): Friday, July 23; 8:30am-3:30pm
· Student Presentations: Initial Findings of Project Work

· Workshop with Interested Parties

Class 12:  
· Reflection on Rule of Law Promotion

